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University of 
Amsterdam Selects  
All-IP Solution

New 300,000-Square Meter Faculty of Science Building is a Showcase of 
Scientific Research and Advanced Technology

The University of Amsterdam’s Faculty of Science, one of Europe’s premier 

centers of higher learning and scientific research, is preparing for a new 

milestone in its long and illustrious history. Later this year, it will begin moving 

into a new 300,000-square meter state-of-the art building that will serve 

as a showcase of advanced technology, housing 10 research institutes and 

laboratories, 2,000 students and 1,200 researchers and lecturers. 
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Appointed to design and install a security 
system for this jewel of research and learning, 
Dutch systems integrator Burgers Ergon 
Apeldoorn selected an all-IP VideoSphere 
solution from March Networks.

“The March Networks all-IP solution 
was ideal because we were able to use the 
University’s network,” said Erik Ruikes, 
Burgers Ergon Apeldoorn’s manager of secu-
rity systems. “It was very cost-efficient and 
easy to install because there was no need for 
dedicated cabling and because the cameras 
are powered over Ethernet.”

The video surveillance system will pro
vide coverage of the new Faculty of Science 

building, as well as six existing buildings. 
The system as a whole includes 126 March 
Networks VideoSphere CamPX dome cam
eras featuring H.264/MPEG-4 compression, 
32-channel VideoSphere recorders with 
RAID 5 external storage, VideoSphere Edge 
decode stations for the monitoring center 
video displays and feature-rich VideoSphere 
SiteManager software for full control of the 
integrated security environment.

External RAID units, each with 2 TB of 
storage, provide the University with at least 
two weeks of video archiving capacity.

Cameras installed at entrances and 
exits, as well as in hallways throughout the 
building alert security staff automatically to 
activity of interest through video analytics 
integrated into the VideoSphere system. 
Alerts automatically trigger higher-resolution 
recording, activate overhead lighting in a 
camera’s field of view and immediately send 
video from the camera to a security guard’s 
monitor.

The integration with the lighting system 
has two purposes, said Ruikes. “It provides 
better quality images and lets a person know 
he has been detected.”

The video surveillance system is also 
integrated with the building’s alarm and 
access control systems to similarly alert 
monitoring staff to intruders in sensitive 
areas of the building.

Third-party monitoring software has 
been used to link together all alarm panels, 
access control equipment and surveillance 
cameras to create a unified security net for 
the new facility. The integration features of 
VideoSphere ensure that signals sent over 
the network from any of the access card 
scanners or alarm contacts installed at doors, 
elevators and other key points throughout 
the buildings will also cause live video from 
the cameras at these locations to stream auto-
matically to a display monitor in the security 
command center. VideoSphere SiteManager 
software is used to manage these video feeds 
and displays. A live camera view is presented 
on a guard’s desktop each time someone uses 
an access card to pass through a secure door, 
or each time an alarm is triggered, improving 
security awareness and responsiveness to 
incidents.

Students and faculty will have access to 
the building around the clock, but the labs  

The University of Amsterdam’s Faculty of 
Science (www.science.uva.nl) consists 
of four departments – Biology and Earth 
Sciences, Chemistry, Informatics, and 
Physics, Astronomy and Mathematics.  
It is also home to 10 research institutes, 
including the National Institute for 
Nuclear Physics and High Energy Physics, 
the Institute for Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems Dynamics and the Informatics 
Institute. One of Europe’s foremost 
institutions of higher education and 
research, the University of Amsterdam 
Faculty of Science has approximately 
2,000 students and 1,200 researchers  
and lecturers, including 150 full- and 
part-time professors.

The Faculty’s new 300,000-square 
meter home will be the centerpiece of 
Science Park Amsterdam, an initiative 
of the University of Amsterdam, the 
City and the Netherlands Organization 
for Scientific Research. The Science Park 
will be developed as an international 
center of knowledge over a period of 
10 years and will ultimately include a 
hotel, a conference center, sports and 
cultural facilities, homes and a railway 
station. Science Park Amsterdam is also 
the location of the Amsterdam Internet 
Exchange (AMS-IX), one of the most 
important Internet hubs in the world.  
At the heart of the vision is the idea 
that education, research and enterprise 
are closely connected with one another 
and can come together in an inspiring 
environment.

University of Amsterdam, 
Faculty of Science

Ò

http://www.science.uva.nl
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The Singapore Land Transport 

Authority (LTA) has selected March 

Networks’ VideoSphere solution 

for enhanced passenger and staff 

security. The authority will use the 

solution to expand its March Networks 

surveillance system and support the 

centralized storage and management 

of IP video across the North-South and 

East-West transit network operated 

SMRT Corporation Ltd (SMRT).

LTA is the body responsible for all land 
transportation development in the country. It 
will deploy VideoSphere Video Management 
System (VMS) software, hybrid video encod-
ing platforms and health management soft-
ware to support the installation of addi-
tional cameras in 51 SMRT train stations. 
The VMS high-performance server software 
runs on industry-standard host and storage 
platforms. It enables organizations to deploy 
IP or hybrid video networks that are open, 
scalable and fully distributed, while realizing 
significant infrastructure and administrative 
cost-savings.

SMRT currently serves more than  
1.4 million passengers daily via the 89.4 kilo-
meter (55.5 mile) North-South and East-West 
transit corridors, which includes street-level, 
underground and above-ground stations 
linking light rail and bus routes.

Staff at SMRT will use the expanded 
surveillance system to quickly retrieve and 
review archived video of transit station activity 
as required. The VideoSphere management 
software enables staff to remotely monitor 
the health of the entire video network and 
address potential issues proactively to ensure 
optimum system performance.

Installation and support services are 
provided by O’Connor’s Singapore Pte. 
Ltd., an experienced systems integrator and 
certified March Networks provider.

“Organizations such as LTA and SMRT 
continue to focus on providing a secure 
environment for their passengers and staff,” 
said Peter Strom, President and CEO, March 
Networks. “Our VideoSphere solution enables 
them to accomplish that goal by preserving 
their existing surveillance investments and 
providing the latest IP video capabilities in 
one integrated, high-performance system.”

  Transit Authority Integrates Surveillance Network with VideoSphere

Singapore Deploys March Networks VMS Solution
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